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Tortoises usually mate during April and
May. After mating, the female lays
between three and fifteen eggs, either in a
sandy mound in front of the borrow,
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or a nearby sunny place. The
eggs hatch approximately 70 to 100 days later.

The young spend much of their time in the mother’s burrow until
old enough to dig their own. They don’t reach
reproductive maturity until they are between 10 and 15
years old, therefore, they cannot withstand any type

of harvesting or collecting.
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ut for t:he Al 'S work: The gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) belongs to a
allin group of land tortoises that originated in western North
America nearly 60 million years ago. At least 23 species of
tortoises are known to have existed on our continent since
that time, but only four (4) remain today. The
ancestors of gopher tortoises migrated into the

southeastern United States millions of years ago. am re y
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o |5 pounds, but typically weigh about 8 to 10 pounds.
Hatchlings are about 1.5—2 inches long and grow very
slowly, less than | inch per year. Their shells are
extremely soft for the first 3-5 years. and are
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thought to live in excess of 60 years.

play an important role in maintaining its
habitat by opening up the canopy and promoting growth of understory plants like wiregrass, saw

palmetto, gopher apples, blackberries and other grasses and fruits. They will also spend time feed-
ing in shallow freshwater wetlands or swales. Each tortoise occupies a specific area which is its’
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home range. A male may average 4.7 acres and a female will average |.6 acres.




